.The estimated carbon up-take of the biosphere needs to correlate with all other evidence at the three levels of Integration of the carbon budget: global, national and local.
We presently lack the understanding and observations needed to complete the annual carbon budget at the global level. Furthermore, it is not yet possible to determine the spatial distribution of carbon sinks at regional and national scales accurately enough. This Informa¬ tion however, is crucial for policy making. Recent inter¬ national research activities highlighted the need for enhanced experimental and monitoring Systems (e.g. flux measurements, satellite sensors, field and laboratory experiments, global data archives), which allow for a better parameterisation of terrestrial biosphere modeis and therefore contribute towards a better understanding of the global carbon cycle and its likely evolution (Cramer 1999 (Sellers 1985) , and more sophisticated meth¬ ods, such as inverse techniques (Privette et al. 1996) and assimilation techniques (Asner et al. 1998) , are beoming more common. 
